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| | For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
| 


ON THE VOICE OF GOD IN THE INTERIOR SOLITUDE OF THE SOUL. 


Tt seems to have been a favorite idea among some of the philosophers of 
ancient times, ard also, to some extent, among the scrious and reflecting of 


later periods, that seasons of solitude are propitious to inward teachings. 


Certain it is, under certain circumstances.and positions in its history, that 


the soul, in proportion as it ceases to be perplexed by outward and worldly 
influences, increases its inward activity, and becomes the subject of pleasant 


and purifying visitations, which bring not only peace, but truth. Perhaps it 


‘may be said with truth, that no man has ever become truly eminent, even 


in the worldly sense of the term, that no man has ever been able to perfect 
the great works of literature and art, who did not love solitude. It is in 
solitude that the soul, no longer wasted in the: frivolities of social and con- 
gregated life, gathers up the.fragments of its powers, and learns the mighty 
secret of its consvlidated strength. It was not in the splendid court of 
Augustus, but in the retirement of Mantua and on the banks of the Mincius, 
that Virgil wrote his enduring poems. It was in the solitary vales of 
Vaucluse, and not in the palaces of Avignon, that the works of Petrarch 


‘were composed. In poverty, in seclusion, and in blindness, and not in the 


turbulence of the political arena, and amid the convulsions and labors of 
public life, did Milton perfect his great work, the Paradise Lost. Nor are 
we able, within the limited range of our literary recollections, to recal at this 
moment any great and perfected product of the human mind, in’ which 
solitude may not claim an honorable share 1 in the merit of its conception and 
progress, 


But if it be thus evident, both from their example and testimony, that 
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seasons of solitude are important to the philosopher, the orator, the poet, and 
indeed to all men who aim at great intellectual results, they are certainly not 
less essential and indispensable to the Christian. Without seasons of retire- 
ment, in which the Christian can commune with the conversations of his 
own soul, he necessarily lives a weak and evaporated life, destitute of the 
fulness of interior strength, and without the record of outward and oppres- 
sive victories. If philosophers, and orators, and poets, in rejecting the com- 
pany of men, have found that higher hepiration, which they have fictitiously 
ascribed to the company of the muses, how much more shall the Christian, 
_ by rejecting, so far as he can consistently with duty, the unnecessary social 
_ and conventional requisitions which are constantly made upon him, be visited 
with the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, and be clothed with the baptism of 
God. But without delaying further upon these general remarks, we gy 
now more minutely to the following considerations. 
(1.) There are two kinds of solitude, viz., the EXTERIOR and the INTERIOR. 
Both have their appropriate place and their appropriate value. Exterior, as 
_ Well as interior solitude, has its worth. Who that has mingled much in the 
assemblies of men and has been involved in the perplexities of worldly 
business, in the strife and the turmoil, the jealousies and the cupidities of 
corrupted human life, has not ofteu thought of the blessings of retirement, — 
and sighed for the hour and the place of solitude; some vale, which has 
heard the voice only of its own woods and waters; some mountain, untrod- 
den by human footsteps, where the soul could cease from its agitations and 
enter into rest? Charles the Fifth, one of the familiar names of history, 
whose ambition and power had agitated Europe for more than half a century, . 
resigned his authority in the latter part of his life, and spent the remainder 
of his days in the secluded monastery of St. Justus. He felt deeply, that 7 
territorial acquisitions offered but a poor compensation for desolations of the 
heart, and that retirement alone could give what society and the activities of 
public stations had taken away. | 
But there is an authority on this subject which will have more weight 
with the Christian than any other name which can be mentioned. Our 
blessed Savior had his seasons of retirement. Often, attended by a few 
companions, and not unfrequently alone, he retired by day, or in the silent 
hours of the night, to the garden of Gethsemane, to the shades of Olivet, to 
solitary places in the wilderness, by the sea-side, or in distant mountains. 
His pure soul felt the wearisomeness of this vain world; and it was in the holy 
recollection of retirement, and in solitarv communion with the Infinite Mind, 
that he gained strength for the severities of his dreadful conflict and for the 
glories of his final triumph. Happy is he who can at times separate himself 
‘rom the perplexities and the cares of the world, which, in their natural ten- 
pone Sl a ar action, are so unfavorable to tranquillity of spirit and 
(2.) But there are some persons who are so peculiarly situated that it is 
very difficult, if not Ampossible, for them to possess the privileges of this 
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exterior retirement. And this leads us to remark, in the second place, that 
there is an inward or interior retirement, which, in its nature and its appli- 
) cations, is far more valuable than that which is exterior. Indeed, outward 
.  golitude can scarcely be regarded as having any value whatever, except as 
it tends to promote the solitude and sacred repose of the mind. If, there- a 
4a fore, you are so situated as to have no opportunities of exterior solitude, nO uF & 
shaded gardens and no secluded valleys into which you can retire, let it, i 
i nevertheless, be your endeavor to secure, at suitable times, the greater bless- ; 3 
of interior seclusion, the solitude of the soul. The contaminating 
influence which we chiefly fear, and which we would keep at a distance 
from us, exists in the world; in the contriving, agitating, speculating, conten- 
tious, evil world. By exterior solitude we keep the world from our persons, ' 
by interior solitude we banish it from our minds. | | 7 
But the question arises here, On what principles is it that we may possess 
and retain the great blessing of true inward seclusion? And in answer to ~ hi 
this question, we may justly reniark, among other things, that one of the - a 
great aids of interior solitude is silence from unnecessary words. It was_ 
the prayer of the psalmist, “Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep 
the door of my lips.” He that has not power over his tongue, that he may 
eease when he pleases from the vain babblings of men, can never enter 


into interior retirement. Such a person has within him a spirit of outward | { 

communication, which necessarily draws him out of himself. One of the. uA 
first duties of those who would possess interior solitude, and thus make | iva 
advancement in the religious life, is to possess and to maintain an absolute q 


control of “the door of the lips.” 


Another assistance in entering into this desirable state is by means of ces- 
sation from wandering and unnecessarily discursive thoughts. There are 
some persons who exhibit what may be called an incontinency of mental 
action. ‘They are gadders abroad speculatively if not bodily. ‘The opera- 
tion of the intellectual action seems to be beyond the control of their own 
power. ‘The mind has Jost its internal regulator. ‘This inordinate and unre- 
strained activity must not only be retrenched and corrected, but the mind, 

_..dn the process and the result of restriction and curtailment, must be made 
to revolve around the great central idea of God alone. This idea, fixed in 


the mind to the exclusion of every thing else or of every thing which is not 

related to itself} may be regarded as the central pillar in the temple of inte- = 

rior solitude, And furthermore, the mind, in its withdrawment from other 

ebjects aud its concentration upor this great idea, should act contempla- | 4 


tively rather than in the way of speculation ; and by a fixed or unitive view 
rather than by a separative and discursive process, Itis not the fragmentary "7 
but the unitive idea; in other words, the idea of God, not in the elementa! a 
and disjointed aspect of his separate attributes, but in the inseparable com- 
plexity and entireness of his actual nature, which attracts, fixes, and absorbs 
the mental view. The mind, withdrawn from outwar 
cing by a Single act this immense and consolidated id 


d objects, and embra- 
ea, ceases from all dis- 
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- cursive action, (that is, from all action which has not a natural and close 
connection with the central idea,)and enters into what may properly be | 

called a state of intellectual repose. And where should a created and 
necessarily inferior mind, and which in consequence of its inferiority is 
likely to be troubled and perplexed on many subjects, where should such a_ 

- mind, even in its speculative action, find rest, but in that central idea of the 
Infinite Mind? Attaching itself to the idea of the infinite by one concen-— 

- trated and firmly adhesive effort, the ideas of inferior things, which float 

~ aronnd it like summer insects, have lost their power to trouble it, and may - 

ta be said virtually to have no existence. And accordingly it may be said to 

i dwell, even speculatively or conceptively, alone with God. | 

oe And again, in this state of mind, if a person be a truly consecrated or 

1a ‘| a sanctified person, he will experience (and this is of great consequence to the 
bi. full realization of internal solitude) a cessation from internal agitation, in the 
region of the emotions and passions. We do not mean to say that the emotions 

and passions will necessarily be extinct in their action. But what we mean 

is this: As they flow out on their appropriate occasions, they maintain their 

true and appropriate position ; there is no discordance, no jarring, but true 
inward peace. ‘That peace which the Savior seems to have had in view 
when he said, “ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.” The 

world, in all that is not connected with the great idea of God, has departed — 
from view. Its petty interests, its competitions, its strifes, its clamors, pass 

by unheeded. Its distant sounds fall noiseless upon the mental ear. The 

soul is lost in adoration: lost to the world, but alive to God; shut out from 

the exterior and visible, but shut in with the invisible one; deaf alike to the — | 

solicitations and teachings of men, but with open ears to the instructions of 

the great Teacher. Its language is, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 

He does well who enters into his closet in the literal sense, but he does - 

better who enters into the mental closet, and having shut the door interiorly, 

prays to his Father, “who seeth in secret; and his Father, who seeth in 

secret, shall reward him openly.” And it is an obvious remark, that the 

closet of interior solitude is, to a considerable extent, within the reach of 

every man, andespecially of every Christian. In the bustling street and in 

the clamorous forum, in the market place, in the Senate, in all places of 

common and public resort, it is the Christian’s privilege (a privilege which | 

money cannot purchase and power cannot wrest from him,) to shut the door 

of cutward communication and be alone with God. O delightful retire- 

ment! O blessed retreat from noise and folly! It is then that the soul 

_ knows the embraces of its Beloved, and hears “divine philosophy” indeed. 
(3.) This subject is particularly interesting and important, in connection 

with those who have experienced the blessing of sanctification. It may be 

regarded as a first and unchangeable truth, that God connot be absent from 

any thing that is holy, however remote, however insignificant it may be. In 

the nature of things it is impossible. From the first moment of the soul’s 

restoration to purity, however cast out and wretched it may have been 
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before, it recognizes the —— of the Divinity. From that memorable 
hour it enters into a divine companionship, which neither time, nor, place, 
hor power, nor selfish men, nor confederated devils, can delay or separate. 
God’s love to a truly purified being is infinite, and nothing short of infinite 
‘ power could keep him even for a moment from a most infinite and essential 
union with such a holy soul. No matter in what outward condition that soul 
-may be, no. matter how unknown and unhonored among men, it has no 
sooner become purified in the baptism of holiness, than it shines infinitely 
more brightly to the omniscient eye than the purest and brightest star of his 
own glittering firmament, Prompted by the unchangeable principles of his 
infinite nature, He comes to his own, and it can no longer be said that 
“his own received him not.” 

But although God, in point of fat, is always intimately united to souls 
that are in sanctification, such is the limited nature of the human mind, and — 
so many are the objects in the present life which necessarily occupy its 
attention, that it is not always consciously percipient of his presence. And 
hence the advantage of interior solitude ; the inestimable value of that silent 
and hidden retreat withiu, where the soul can find the Bridegroom, who is 
always present without always being known. It is then she hears his voice, 
and like the spouse in the Canticles exclaims, “He hath brought me to the 
banqueting house, and his banner over me is love.” It is in interior soli-— 
tude that he speaks, because the inward ear, no longer eccupied by the noise 
and discords of the world, is prepared to listen. We may lay it down as a 
great practical and religious principle, that God does not, as a general 
thing, speak efficiently to an inattentive ear. His honor is teo much concern- 
ed to teach those who are unwilling to attend. He speaks too in the “ still 
small voice,” and hence he is necessarily understood in proportion as there is— 
the greater inward silence. And where there is not some degree of interior 
solitude by a withdrawment of the thoughts from the world, and by a meek 
anc subdued stillness of the passions, may we not even say, that the divine 
message, the voice of the Holy Ghost, is not and cannot be heard at all ? 
How great, then, is the loss of those who are stunned by the confusion and 
clamor of the things without, and hear not the teachings of the “still small 
voice” How great is the folly as well as the loss of those who are willing 
to accept the babblings of fallen human nature for the conversations of the. 
unsullied Divinity! O,my God, may I enter into this calm rest of interior 
solitude, that thou mayst speak, and that my soul may hear. In the language 
of one, who knew thee and loved thee, I would say, “O God, who art the 
truth, make me one with thee in everlasting love! I am often Weary of 
reading and weary of hearing. In thee alone is the sum of all my desires. 


Let all teachers be silent; let the whole creation be dumb before thee; and 
DO ‘HOU ONLY SPEAK UNTO My SOUL.” * 


It is the unagitated soul (unagitated, not because it is inert and stupid, but " 


* Author of the Imitation of Christ, Bk. i. ch. 6. ‘ 
O* 
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because it has shut out disturbing outward influences, and has entered into 
the rest and purity of perfect love,) to which God especially communicates | 
himself. God is ever ready to communicate himself. God is love; and 
LOVE, whose nature it is to go out of itself for the good of others, lives by 
communication. _ The true and available activity, therefore, is na put our- 
Selves, by inward retirement, in the attitude of quiescent and reverential 
reception; to open the door, as it were, for the divine entrance. Love, 
which is active without weariness, and may be said to labor without toil, 
will find us out, if we do not hide ourselves in the dark corners of this 
miserable world. Well has the poet Wordsworth said of the teachings of ) 
| pareney and much more can it be said of the teachings of religion, 


‘‘Nor less I deem that there are powers, 
Which of themselves our minds impress, 
That we can feed this mind of ours 
Ina wise passiveness. 


“Think you, ’mid all this mighty sum 
Of things for ever speaking, 
That nothing of itself will come, : | 
But we must still be seeking?” 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


SACRED MEDITATIONS. 


The Lord is my Shepherd. 


Who can understand like David the beauty of this simile? Himself a 
shepherd, with a shepherd’s heart, he watched the sheep. See him on the 
mountains, leading them forth from green to greener pasturage ; over the 
hills and through the valleys they follow on, in beautiful submission to their 
leader. Now by some pleasant spring they stop and drink. Then to some 
cool refreshing shade he leads them, where they lie down and rest. Each 
little lamb is gathered to its mother’s side and sleeping. David is awake, 
and watches to defend them from all danger. It was thus in rural simplicity, 
in honest employment, that David’s heart was nurtured, his early associations 
formed, which in after life are to be brought out, and spread over a vast 
field of mind and heart. Age after age has rolled away, and yet the songs 
of David are rehearsed, as full of life and beauty, as when they first were 
uttered. Methinks he held much converse with nature in the open fields, 
under the broad canopy of heaven; watching the stars, the rising and the 
setting sun, the opening bud and onsiitis and the fading, withered leaf. 
~The gentle breeze and gurgling brook made music in his ear. The raging 
wind, the thunder’ : crash and the lightning’s gleam, all had their charms for 
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him. From that harp of his, seated on some grassy hillock’s side, I hear a 
_ plaintive strain, in unison with the calm of nature on a summer’s eve. And 
in the early morning hour, when birds awake to mirth and music, methinks 
his soul caught the same tone of gladness, and his merry heart rang praise. 
As a child, he talked with nature; and nature answered. In her ten thou- 
sand forms and tones she — to him, — no speech nor voice was 


heard. 
, The Lord 1s my Shepherd. How can David want with such a shepherd as &# 
the living God? To life, to beauty, He restores his soul. Blots out his a 


sins, and leads him in the paths of righteousness. He may bathe his soul ay 
in light and love. The living God is inexhaustible and God is his; his rock, 
his refuge, his buckler, his high tower, the home of his‘salvation, is the 
Lord, the mighty God. . David, so full did thy heart gush forth to God, so 
many and so loud thy praises, it may be we had rendered unto thee more 
"" praise than is man’s due, did we not mark thy fall. Twas to the shepherd’s 
heart the story of that “one ewe lamb” was told. Back on himself recoiled — 
his indignation. Bowed as a bulrush to the earth he bewails his guilt before | 
| the Lord. : | 
a The Lord is my Shepherd. Far fron ¢ the angry toils and strife. of. life, I 
-wander by my Shepherd’s side. I mark the path he treads, and follow on. 
[listen to his voice, which calls me from the bye forbidden paths of sin. 
Sweet is the Shepherd’s voice, and kind the words he speaks. Not more 
soft distils the gentle dew than fall upon my ear his gracious words. My 
soul is happy while I follow Him. Wheresoever He leadeth, I have bound 
my heart to follow. 


| For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SELECT THOUGHTS FROM VARIOUS WRITERS. 


A person must not abrid ve the time, or desist from meditating, on account 

of spiritual dryness. 

) It is one of the devil’s artifices to set before a soul some state, holy indeed, 
but impossible to her, or at least different from hers, that by this love of nov-— 
elty she may dislike or be slack in her present state, in which God hath AH 
placed her, and which is best for her. a 2 

It is a more perfect sacrifice to God, a more glorious triumph of the soul 


, to bear a slander, an injurious suspicion, in silence and patience, than the 
most shining exterior act of virtue. 


He is most perfect who is most united to God by love. 
How foolish the pr etences of many Christians are, who imagine the care of 
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a family, or their busineas, are excuses for aiming at perfection. Temporal 
business is a duty we owe to God, and should be sanctified by a pure inten- 
tion, as Christ on earth directed every thing he did to the glory of God.—- 
Buller’s [aves of the Saints. 

Keep your centre! never be diverted, never - wander; mourn if-you ever. 
lose sight of Him. | 


it will become your great delight. Never imagine that you have arrived at 
the summit. No; see God in all things, and you will see no END. 
He justifies ; he purifies ; he then staysthe mind on himself, but he gathere 
us nearer and still nearer, till we feel we live in the presence of God every | 
moment. 
I cannot rest in sins forgiven, or in being cleansed from all intigiiitiblie- 
ness. I see the glory which belongs to me in our blessed Lord is for himself 
to dwell fully in my soul. — Bramwell. 
What are the promises without faith? Faith is the foundation of all our 
holiness, strength and happiness. All must believe or they cannot love; and 
love or they cannot obey: but to those who do believe, there shall be a per- 
formance of every promise.. One act of faith will help me to a lift, but one 
act of faith will not do; faith must be my life. As I cannot live by one inspi- 
ration or breath, but must breathe on, so I must believe on, and thereby draw 
into my soul the divine power, together with the truths of the gospel, which 
is the blessed element in which believers live. | : : 
Iam the way. Keep in this way; run on in Christ. 
We stand one moment at a time, and that moment by a faith istic life 
depends on our constancy in watching unto prayer. 
In time of temptation, when stripped of the witness of the Spirit, go to_ 
Christ, and exercise a full reliance for present salvation. 
Although the enjoyment of holiness does not admit of outward or inward. 
sin, properly so called, yet it does admit ofa strong conviction of numberless 
short comings and infirmities, and requires a vivid perception of the evil of 
our fullen nature, and of the judgment of God, should we be found one 
moment separate from the blood of Christ. — Carvosso. 
_A judicious silence is always better than truth spoken without charity. 
The most powerful remedy against sudden starts of inipatience is a sweet 
and amiable silence. However little one speaks, self-love will have a share 
in it, and some word will escape that may sour the heart and disturb its 
peace for a considerable time. When nothing is said, and cheerfulness 
preserved, the storm subsides ; anger and indiscretion are put to flight, and 
nothing remains but a joy pure and lasting. — Francis de Sales. 
With what joy ought not all Christians to be filled when they hear, The 
kingdom of God is within you! With what ardor ought they not to devote 
themselves to make God reign perfectly in their hearts! The riches of this 
interior kingdom which they possess in Christ are incomprehensible, as St. 


If you get established in the will of God ,you will find constant happiness; . duel 
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~ Paul assures us. They consist in his grace, light, science of divine things, 

true wisdom, and sublime sentiments of his love and all virtues. — Butler. 
‘God moves man, whom he has made a reasonable creature, according to” 

the reason which he has given him. He moves him by his understanding 


as well as his affections, by light as well as heat. He moves himtodothis 


~or that By. conviction, full as often as by 


the heart, not only against sin, but. any care. aldo or - meddling with what we 
are not called to attend unto. — Mrs. Fletcher. cee. 

In the Christian warfare, to maintain the conflict is to gain the victory. 
The promise is made to him that endures unto the end. The | object of our | 
spiritual adversaries is to prevent this. Every day in which you are pre- 
served from going back, they sustain a defeat. — Dr. Payson. 

Let us not think holiness in the hearts of men here in the world is a 
forlorn, forsaken, and outcast thing from God, that he hath no regard of 
holiness ; wherever it is, though never so small, if it be but hearty and sin- 
cere, it can no more be cut off and discontinued from God, than a sunbeam 
here upon earth can be broken off from its intercourse with the sun, and be 
left alone amidst the mire and dirt of this world. Holiness is something of 
God, wherever itis; it isan efflux from him, that always hangs upon him and 
lives in him; as the sunbeams, although they gild this lower world, and 
spread their golden wings over us, yet they are not so much here, where 
they shine, as in the sun, from whence they flow. 

Knowledge indeed is a thing far more excellent than riches, outward 
pleasures, worldly dignities, or any thing else in the world besides holiness, 
and the conformity of our wills to the will of God; but yet our happiness 
-consisteth not in it, but in a certain divine temper bod constitution of soul, 
which is far above it. 

True zeal is a sweet, heavenly ae gentle flame, which maketh us active 
for God, but always within the sphere of love. 

There be some that dishearten us in this spiritual warfare, and would make 
us let our weapons fall out of our hands, by working in us a despair of vic- 
tory. The Amalekites (say they) dwell in the south, huge armies of tall 
invincible lusts; we shall never be able to overcome them. Hearken not 
unto them, I beseech you, but hear what Caleb and Joshua say: “Let us go 
‘up at once and possess it, for we are able to overcome them ;” not by our. 
own strength, but by the power of the Lord of hosts. If thou wilt be faith- 
ful to him, and put thy trust in him, as the fire consumeth the stubble, and 
as the flame burveth up the chaff, so will he destroy thy lusts in thee; their 


reot shall be rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as the dust.— 


Cudworth. 
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HOLINESS. 


WHAT WILL. BE THE ADVANTAGES OF LIVING IN THE ENJOYMENY 
OF THE WITNESS OF HOLINESS TO OURSELVES AND OTHERS ¢ 


Had I the powers of those immortal spirits that blaze around 
the throne, catching their inspiration much more direct from 
heaven’s altar, than | those whose eyes are still, in a measure, 
“holden” by the veil of mortality, I think I should still feel my 
incompetency to portray “RH y the advantages to ourselves and 
others, of living in the enjoyment of the witness of holiness, 

The advantages extend far, far into the impenetrable future, 
even upon a point of time, (to use the language of mortals,) upon | 
which the eye of men nor angels has never yet rested, and upon 
which it never can rest, until that point be attained. Nor will 
the amount of. blessedness, the glorious advantages, then be 
ascertained ; it will be going onward, onward still! * The eternal 
"Mind alone can comprehend it. It is an ETERNAL WEIGHT OF 
GLORY which awaits that soul that lives in the enjoyment of a 

holy life. 

But let us, with the ability that God hath given US, sadinator 
to grasp as much as the small compass of a weekly journal will 
admit; and O! I am sure it will be enough to cause us to 
“thank God,-and take courage.” 

In the first piace, : * having had biliicds. to enter into the 
holiest, by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which 

he hath consecrated for us,’ our works, while we abide here, 
will all “be wrought in God.” We will enjoy the witness, that 
the devotion of all the powers of our bodies and minds, while 
they ascend a living sacrifice, are holy and acceptable; as they 
become holy by being presented to God through Christ, they 
must necessarily become acceptable ; and in this conclusion we 
are warranted by the word, “For we are unto God a sweet 
savor of Christ.” And then, as another appendage to this heav- 
enly train of inferences, comes the encouraging persuasive, and 
declaration also, Therefore. be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in work of the Lord, as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. : 
~ How much labor is comparatively fruitless on account of the 
absence of the definite witness of purity of intention! With 
the definite knowledge that our labor is in the Lord, we labor in 
Faith. “But without faith it is impossible to please God.” Who 
has not had a powerful! conviction of the necessity of holiness in 
this particular? However well-intentioned the effort, yet “the 
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Holiness. 


accuser of the brethren,’ whose work it is to perplex and hinder, 
if he cannot destroy, often has greatly the advantage of the un- 
sanctified soul here. O, how often the suggestion, that some. 
sinister motive has influenced in the performance of duty, has 


hindered faith from laying hold on the assurance that the labor — 
performed was labor in the Lord,” and for want of this faith we _ 


have been unable to obtain the knowledge that our labors should 
be blessed. 
The witness of holiness, and the witness of purity of inten- 
- tion at all times, are identically the same, as, by a just process of 
reasoning, could easily. be shown, would our limits permit. And 
now, who can conceive the infinite advantages of living in the 


enjoyment of the witness of holiness, in this particular? Think. 


how inspiring to the faith; how calculated to urge onward to 
ereater and still greater efforts! Surely it must have been this 
constraining influence that caused the psalmist to say, “ ‘The zeal 
of thine house hath eaten me up.” Paul must have felt its con- 
straining influence when he said, “ Being reviled, we bless ; 


being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat ; we 


are made as the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all 


things.” “Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I _ 


might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have 


received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of 


God.” Yes! this was the hallowing, constraining influence, 
that inspired those ancient worthies, so honorably mentioned, He- 


brews xi., of whom the world was not worthy; “ who, through. 


faith, subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained prom- 
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 


waxed valiant in faith, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”’ 


And the reason why more such glorious examples in faith and 
practice are not coming up before us continually, in every pro- 
fessor, is not because the grace of God is less potent to bring 
about these results, or that his reguirements have ceased to be, 
in the least iota, less obligatory. But the question, why it is that 
these examples are not more frequent, will bring us to the state- 
ment of another very important advantage arising from our living 
in the enjoyment of holiness. God says, “ Ye are my witnesses.” 
At an infinite price, a salvation from all sin, “a redemption from 
all iniquity,” has been made possible for us; and if we are not 


living in the enjoyment of it, how can we say with the apostles, — 


‘‘ We speak that we do know and testify that we have seen?” 


Ow necessary, in the administration of civil jurisprudence, that 


a witness have these prerequisites! Without a personal know- 
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ledge of the facts in the case, testimony is not received as valid. 
And how little advantage has the witness for Jesus, that would 
testify of the excellence of this great salvation, without the same 
prerequisites that the apostles had! O! it was a personal 
knowledge of that whereof they spake, that gave them that holy 
boldness that took them alike before the Jewish Sanhedrim, the 
noble Felix, and the ignoble multitude ; andit is no wonder that 
~ those who were in fear for their craft, and that their idle worship — 
might be brought to nought, should solicitously complain “ that 
these men that turn the world upside down, have come hither 
also ;”’ for it is such instruments as these, feeling that they have 
no might of their own, who, having placed themselves on the 
Lord’s altar, entirely to be used at his disposal, that God conde- 
scends to empower with the might of his Spirit ; and conscious 
of its holy energy, we hear them triumphantly exclaim, ‘“‘1 can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” ‘Through 
my God I shall do valiantly, for he it is that shall tread down my 
enemies.” While in their example of burning zeal, we behold 
the truth of God verified, “‘ One shall chase a thousand, and two 
put ten thousand to flight.” 
And why is it that there are not many more such witnesses in 
the Christian world? Is it not because one is waiting for the 
other, and making the standard of the other’s experience a. crite- 
rion for his own, instead of making the requirements of the word 
the only standard. ‘The soul, newly born into the kingdom, sees 
presented before him the more excellent way. The Spirit urges 
him onward to the prize of his high calling ; but soon he observes 
that this is a higher state of grace than the general standard of 
experience in the church will warrant him in the expectation of 
attaining. He sees those who have been years in the way pro- 
fessing a comfortable state of mind, and yet not professing to 
enjoy the witness of holiness; and he gradually settles down 
into the belief that it is a state of srace quite beyond what should 
be his present expectation! And, according to his faith, it is 
done unto him. His spiritual energies become paralyzed ; the 
mark for the prize of his high calling becomes less perceptible, 
and the urgings of the Spirit enforcing the necessity of holiness 
being thus less regarded through the influence of the example of | 
older Christians, the mind gradually becomes habituated to the 
belief that it is not absolutely necessary for the safety of the soul 
to be living in the enjoyment of holiness ; and thus by a gradual 
process, and almost unconsciously, the commandment, “ Be ye 
holy,” “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
soul, mind, and strength,” is made of comparatively little effect ; 
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and most emphatically also by the same process that the com- 


-mandment became of none effect in the days of our Savior — 


that is, by tradition. oreiaas | 
Where are the humble disciples of the Lord Jesus who cannot 
see how, beyond all computation, the cause they so much love 


would be advantaged in this respect were the mass of professors 


to fix their eye perseveringly on the prize of their high calling 
on their first setting out in the Christian course? And who can_ 
tell, should a band of skillful nursing fathers and mothers in 
Israel undertake carefully to direct their course, how soon the 
mind might become enlightened on this subject ; and the object 
being distinctly ascertained, grasped at onces 
One example, illustrating the blessedness of this course, came 


- directly under my own observation. ‘The individual was power- 
fully converted to God on the Sabbath. On Tuesday she went 


to a meeting of Christian friends where there were several wit- 
nesses of holiness, and her whole soul became absorbed in the 


subject. ‘O!” said she, with much intensity of manner, at the | 


close of the meeting, “I want to be wholly the Lord’s!” She 
was told that the blessing was for her, and that these longing 


desires for it were sure intimations that the Lord intended to give | 


it. She returned home ; spent most of the time, until about nine 
o’clock the next morning,. in pleading with God, when the 
Witness, “indubitably clear,’ was given! And she ran, like the 
woman in the gospel, to spread the news abroad! And then 
the effect! Would that it could sound abroad, to the praise of 
God, through the world of professing Christians! It was not 
the irresistible tide of joy that impelled her forward. No; 


“Twas love that moved her chariot wheels.” 


It was the constraining influence of the love of Christ, filling 
her soul, that caused her often to know the meaning of the sig- 
nificant words, ‘A fellowship with his sufferings.” The burden 
of souls was so laid upon her, that she was continually devising 


expedients for their rescue ; and at times, like her Master, her 
hours of repose were broken in upon in wrestling with God for 


them, until one and another were born into the kingdom, 
through her instrumentality ; and then her joy was of that solid, 
holy order, that the inactive professor can know but little of. 
And who can compute the advantages of having the multi- 
tudes that are brought in during our ‘continuous revivals, urged 


_ on by example and precept also, towards the attainment of holi- 
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ness! Those who themselves live in the enjoyment of the direct 
witness cannot forbear urging it upon others. It is as a fire 
shut up in their bones, which must have vent ; and as the fire 
is of heavenly extraction, it must spread, and others will catch 


the sacred influence. 


As holiness is a state of soul in which all the powers of the 


- body and mind are constantly and consciously given up to God, 
_ think of the variety of advantages, in every possible way, that 


must necessarily result from our living in this state, not only to. 
ourselves, but to the world at large. The soul that understand- 
ingly enjoys this blessing, holds nothing as its own. Assured 
that it holds nothing but what it has received, it glories not in 
its possession as though it had not received it, as if it had a 


right to appropriate any portion of its Lord’s goods to its own 
purposes. He hears the voice of God continually saying to him, 


«Ye are not your own; ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and spirit which are his.” His body 


being given up, as a temple for the Holy Spirit to dwell in, he 


sustains and adorns it in the manner that will best fit it for this 
purpose. Holiness to the Lord is written upon all its adorn- 
ments ; all his members are given up to obey the dictates of the 
Holy Spirit. His spirit is continually ascending in converse 
with God ; and, with all the ardor of absorbing love, is continu- 


ally saying, “ Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth : 7? « What 
wouldst thou have me to do? ” And then | 


“Love makes his willing feet 
In swift obedience move.” 


He feels that he has not one moment of time at his own disposal ; 


and he dares not spend it in any pursuit but what will bear the 


Inscription, ‘ Holiness to the Lord.” His talents are all devoted 


to holy purposes, and in the manner that will best help forward 
the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; for-he has no personal 
interest to serve apart from this. — Christian Adv. and Journal. 


O that the perfect grace were given, 
Thy love diffused abroad !. 

O that our hearts were all a heaven, 
For ever filled with God! Spee 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Wayne, Oct. 22, 1842. 
a Dear Breturen,— My motive in penning these few lines is 
: two-fold: First, the urgent solicitation of some Christian friends, — 
and second, my own sense of duty to God, his church and myself. 
At the early age of thirteen years, my attention was arrested to_ 
seek and obtain the one thing needful. My feelings assumed 
‘such a character that no rest could be obtained until I obtained 
an assurance of sins forgiven. By the direction of some Chris- — 
tian friends, and the superior counsels of the Divine Spirit, I was 
led to hope in the mercy of God. Soon after my conversion, | 
united in class, The aids proffered by this association of Chris- 
tian friends was of a nature salutary; for some weeks I felt an 
assurance not only that my ways pleased God, but that I was 
srowing in grace. But temptations, doubts and fears succeeded 
this pleasing state of enjoyment. I felt the remains of corrup- 
tion, and was led to exclaim, “‘O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death.” lanxiously desired 
to be the Lord’s fully, and was often led to entertain doubts of. 
the soundness of my conversion. For ten months my enjoyments- 
were irregular; sometimes happy, at other times unhappy. 
About this time I left the home of my childhood to reside among 
| Strangers. I soon ascertained that religion was at a low ebb, that 
the form of godliness was scarcely preserved. By degrees 
religious duties were omitted, and soon all the restraints which it 
imposed were thrown off; the amusements and pleasures of the — 
world were seized upon with avidity and pursued as though they 
were the true source of enjoyment. For the space of five years — 
after this mighty transition, my mind was constantly vacillating 
between contending religious theories. I know the awfulness of 
disbelieving, or at least of cavilling with the momentous truths 
of the Bible ; yes, and even the God of the Bible. About the 
age of nineteen, a camp meeting was held in the town where I 
resided ; I resolved upon attending this great festival of the 
church. I deeply felt the force of that passage of holy writ, 
“Without God and without hope in the world.” The preaching, 
prayers and exhortations were attended with power to the hearts 
of others; yet I stood unmoved and unaffected. The fact that 
nothing touched my heart amid this array of means, had the — 
influence, under God, of arresting me, and of being productive 
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of deep contrition of spirit. I availed myself of the helps prof- 


fered at camp meetings, being convicted that this was my last 


successful call from God. After prayer and confession of back- 
sliding, faith lent her realizing light. The darkness which had 
long enveloped the moral horizon was removed; light broke 
into the dark prison house, and God gave me back my peace. 
This took place just as the sun (to speak unphilosophically) was 
beskirting the western horizon with his sinking rays. This 
sublime passage of holy writ came to mind: “ Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God.” . It was true I saw God. 
The wonders of creation filled my soul with exquisite delight. 
The moon, walking in brightness, almost enraptured me ; the stars, 
which bedecked the vast arch of heaven, led me to the adoption 


of the prayer, Let me be as orderly and regular in my orbit as they 


are in theirs. I saw God in his providences in the great plan of. 
redemption, and especially in the code of religious duties devolv- 
ing upon me. About the age of twenty-one I entered upon the 


» duties of an itinerant life; and here above all other situations I 


felt the importance of being holy in heart, in life, and in my 


entire conversation. Every part of the Bible I found taught the 


importance of entire consecration to God and his service. But 


especially the New Testament in its injunctions enforced the 
voice of warning. I often asked myself the important question, — 


Can I lead on the church to the attainment of moral purity unless 
holy myself? At times I felt my all was on the altar of God; 


that my all was offered in sacrifice to the interests of his cause, 
and my name gloriously enrolled in the records of eternity. Yet 


this was not my constant experience ; my enjoyments were eva- 
nescent. More than four years of my feeble ministry had fled 
on the wings of time, when, in the providence of God, I directed. 


my steps to the Monmouth camp meeting. My prayer to God 


on the way and whilst there was, that the direct witness of 
the Spirit might be obtained that I was cleansed and filled with 
the fulness of God. The last evening of the meeting drew on; 
the day was one of peculiar trial; I entered a tent and com- 


‘menced praying ; faith approached and laid hold of the fulness 
| the gospel exhibits. The consciousness of inward purity was 


inexpressible, and with the apostle I could say, whether in the 
body or out of the body I could not tell. ‘There was an entire 
prostration of my physical powers, but still my soul was blest 
with joy unspeakable and full of slory. The name of Jesus pos- 


sessed ten thousand charms to my ravished spirit. I learned what 
it was to live by faith on the Son of God. 
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My prayer now is that I may be kept by the power of God, 


through faith unto eternal salvation. 
Rer.ections. —1. The Bible is full of holiness in its teach- 


ings; a free a full salvation is brought to light; it shines with 


transcendent brightness. 2 This great blessing is obtained by 
simple faith-—how easy to receive when faith lays hold of the 
promises. 3. It is retained by living a life of faith on the Son 


of God.. 4. How unspeakably important that the church seek to. 


be holy, both in its ministry and membership. 5. This must be 


obtained in order to final heaven; for without holiness no man 


shall see the Lord. Brethren, pray for me. 
Respectfully yours, 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
“AND THAT ROCK WAS CHRIST” 1 Cor. x. 4 


As I journeyed afar from the dark land of sin, 
Before me stern Horeb’s parched mountain arose ; 
And sad was my spirit and fevered my brain, 
As I looked for refreshment, relief, and repose. © 


And fainting and panting, I eagerly sought — 
Some soul-cheering balm or some life-giving rill ; 

But vainly, alas! my researches but brought 
Disappointment’s dark gloom and despair’s deadly chill. 


But I locked where the rock kindly offered its shade, 
There, bewildered and thirsting, J fell on the sod, — 

_ And clasping my hands, in my agony prayed 
To my Father, my Savior, my King and my God. , 


Still prostrate in prayer, a sweet rill I espied 

_ From that dark flinty rock, fast issuing now; 

In a transport of joy I rushed to its side, | me 
And caught the cool stream on my hands and my brow. 


And I washed and was cleansed in that soul cleansing stream ; 
I drank and was healed in that life giving pool; | 
1 plunged and arose, and my garments were clean, 
And I knew from that hour I was “every whit whole!” 
10 * 
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And now in the “ Cleft of that Rock” Vil repose ; 
That dear hallowed recess shall be my abcde | 

Till the trials and storms of life’s journey shall close, 
And then will my Savior — me to God. 


Tancoln, Me. | CATHARINE, 


THE LIFE OF WILBUR FISK, D. D. 


This is a truly interesting work, oubliched by Messrs. Harper & 
for sale by D. S. King. It is not appropriate to our sheet to review the whole 
work, but such is our opinion of it that we commend it to the notice of all 
who would seek a pattern of excellence among the great and good. 

The following resolutions adopted by him, June 30, 1819, with Professor 
Holdich’s remarks on Christian perfection, and an account of Dr. Fisk’s 
experience of the blessing of uate love, we are sure will be most welcome 


to all our readers, 


‘The following paper, dated June 30th, 1819, will show the secret of his 
and success: 


“RESOLUTIONS ENTERED INTO FOR THE BETTER IMPROVEMENT OF MY 
TIME. 

“J. lam resolved, SO far as I can effect it, to retire at nine and rise at 
five. 

“2. I will appropriate one hour to my morning devotions. 

“3. I will allow one hour for breakfast, family devotion, and such incidental 
circumstances as may demand my attention. 

“4, I will write each day two hours. 

“5. I will spend two hours in some regular scientific or literary study, 


- which I shall adopt from time to time. 


_ “6, IT will spend one hour in miscellaneous reading. 
_ “7, One hour for my devotions at noon. 
“8. One hour for dinner. | 
“9. One hour (each day) in preparing my discourses for the Sabbath. 

“10. The remainder of the day will be generally devoted to visiting. 

“11. Whenever I am constrained, from any cause, to break in upon my 
regular course, I will endeavor, as much as possible, to prevent any loss of 
time by returning to it as soon as may be, and then will attend to those 
branches that my judgment dictates will be the most improper to neglect ; 
at all times remembering not to curtail my devotions and my preparation for 
the Sabbath. 


“12. When, in the course of my various employments, a passage of Scr ip- 


| 
4 
i | 
} 4 
| 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
‘A 
oF a | 
in 
it 
Be 
j 
} 
: 
as ‘J 
a§ 
4 
‘> 
mae 
is 
é 
a i 
r 
4 i 
ee 
4 
3 £ 
¥ 
| 
\ 


Life of Welbur Fisk. 115 


“ture opens to my oad, or a striking thought occurs to me, I will take thre 
first opportunity to commit it to writing. | ; 

“13. In my devotions it shall be my particular business to pray for a 
deepening of the work of grace in my heart, and for a revival of the work 
of God in the town where I labor. My usefulness can be secured only by 
the blessing of God. Therefore, I must par ae pray for - Divine 
assistance in all my labors. 

“14, I must not dine out on the Sabbath. » 

He adopted also a practice of noting down subjects that occurred to his 
mind, for the purpose either of meditation, or for discussion with his friends 
in private or in the social circle. ‘Thus I find, for instance, the following 
questions as “ subjects for consideration and inquiry : 

“How far can any religion compare, taking into the account the circum- 
stances under which it was propagated and the success with which it was — 
‘crowned, with the Christian religion ? | 

_ How far may those bodily exercises, with which many religious y affected 
- are influenced, proceed from the immediate operation of a good spirit, 
and how far from that of a bad spirit ? and how we. may be able to } distin 
-guish them.” 

Christian perfection i is a tenet for which, more than any other, the Metho- 
dist Church has endured the shafts of opposition and ridicule. Yet never, 
_ perhaps, have good and sensible men, so much as in this case, thought them- 
selves at liberty to fight in the dark, and pronounce without any adequate 
investigation. The truth is, this. doctrine contains no more than what the 
most devout Christians of every age have believed and enjoyed. It is found 
in substance in the ancient fathers, and in the reformers. It is clearly exhib- 
ited in the most spiritual of the Roman Catholic Church, from Thomas a 
Kempis to Fenelon and the Marquis de Renty, and shone brilliantly in the 
chief luminaries of the Anglican churches, such as Hooker, Herbert, Leigh- 
ton, Bunyan, Scougal, Doddridge; and in our country I add, Dr. and Mrs. 
Edwards, Brainard and Payson. Methodists never contended for higher 
perfection than we find in these. ‘The chief difference between us and 
others, therefore, is the use of terms. “ But why, then, employ terms that 
are liable to be misunderstood ?” ‘To this we ‘simply reply that we use only | 
the language of our common text book; and we think that great mischief 
has been done by “speaking in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,” 
instead of those “which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” If; therefore, we use 
scriptural terms in the scriptural sense, it is plain to see that the contr oversy 
does not lie against us. 

This is not a place for a theological discussion. Nevertheless, these pre- 
| paratory remarks appeared necessary to place our subject’s subsequent history 
in a proper light. For this reason, we trust the reader will excuse us if we 
introduce for the same purpose a few remarks from a pen of whose pro- 
ductions we have already availed ourselves. It is the language of one who 
was not committed to any theory, and who speaks rather as a philosopher 
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than asa divine. Mr. Knox, in one of his letters to Mr. Jebb, afterward 
Bishop of Limerick, blames him for preaching in a way that would be 
construed into an attack upon the Methodists. Thus he proceeds: “ Nay, 


the very point you aim at in them, I mean their view of Christian perfection, 


is, in my mind, so essentially right and important, that it is on this account 
particularly I value them above other denominations of that sort. I am 
aware that ignorant individuals expose what is in itself true by their 
unfounded pretensions and irrational descriptions; but, with the sincerest 
disapproval of every such excess, I do esteem John Wesley’s stand for holi- 


_-ness to be that which does immortal honor to his name. * * * * In John 


Wesley’s views of Christian perfection are combined, in substance, all the 


sublime morality of the Greek fathers, the spirituality of the mystics, and 


the divine philosophy of our favorite Platonists, Macarius, Fenelon, Lucas, 
and all of their respective classes, have been consulted and digested by him, 


_ and his ideas are essentially theirs,” * 


*« Thirty Years’ Correspondence,” Letter xix.— That the reader may see that Mr. Knox 
had good reason for making his closing assertion, I subjoin the following citations from 
the authors he has named. The first two are from the homilies of Macarius, a Christian 
writer of the fourth century, born at Thebais, in Egypt, and died at Scetis, aged ninety 


years | 


“ But the unsteady and unskilful, whenever grace operates, imagine presently they have 
no more sin } whereas they that have discretion cannot deny that even we, who have the 
grace of God, may be molested again with evil thoughts. For we have often had instances 
of some among the brethren that have experienced such a degree of joy and grace as to affirm, 
that for five or six years running they had no sin in them; and yet, after all, when they 
thought themselves freed entirely from it, the corruption that lurked within was stirred up 


anew, and they well nigh burned up.” — Homily ix. | 


_ Again: “ As a stone in the bottom of the sea is every way surrounded with water, so are 


_ these (mature Christians) every way drenched with the Holy Spirit, and made like to Christ 


himself’, possessing unalterably within themselves the virtues of the power of the Spirit, 
being blameless within and without, and spotless and pure; for, being brought to perfec- — 


tion by the Spirit, how is it possible they should outwardly produce the fruits of sin? But 


at all times and in every instance do the fruits of the Spirit shine brightly out in their 
whole deportment.— Homily x. 


Thus far Macarius. Let us now hear Dr. Lucas. After having explained the nature of 
Christian perfection, he proceeds to answer objections: | 

“It may be objected against the account I have given of the growth of virtue, that, 
when I come to the maturity of it, my colors are too bright, my strokes too bold, and the 


form I have given it too divine. * * * To this I have several things to say. First. I have 


described the Christian’s spiritual progress in the same manner, and as near as I could, in 
the same words which the scripture does. Secondly. I do not pretend any where to assert | 
that there is any state in this life raised above trials and temptations. ‘Thirdly. As the 
world now goes, perfection is a state we arrive at very late,t and all the way to 
it is full of labor and travail, full of dangers and difficulties; so that, upon this account, the 
life of man may well be said to be a perpetual warfare. But, fourthly, Ido by no means 
affirm that the perfect man is incapable of improvement. Of this I shall have occasion to 
unfold my sense more fully afterward.” ] have cited this passage, that the reader may 


t True,” says Mr, Wesley, in the Christian Library,” ‘but it is our own fault.” 
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Life of Wilbur Fisk. 2 AT 


Mr. Wesley, shettellones: was neither an inventor nor discoverer i in theology. 
His merit consisted chiefly in four things: First. He popularized these sub- 
lime subjects, and brought them within the reach of ordinary minds, and 
‘showed that to be attainable by all which had been regarded as the privi- 
lege of a favored few. Secondly. He adopted a more scriptural phraseology, 
and one less liable to be perverted to sinful indulgencies. Thirdly. He 
pointed out more clearly the mode of its attainment. Fourthly. He brought 
that to an immediate issue which had been previously spread out overa long 
“space, perhaps a lifetime. This is of no smallimportance. Setting a definite 
object before the mind for present attainment wonderfully quickens the fac- 
ulties, and stimulates one to much more vigorous efforts than when the object 
ois Hetant, vague, and uncertain. It was owing to these things, in no small 
degree, that a great elevation was ieee to the piety of the Weyer socie- 
ties. But to proceed. 

On the 10th of August, Mr. Fisk attended a camp meeting at Wellfleet, on 
Cape Cod. This meeting was signalized by remarkable displays of Divine 
power in the awakening of sinners and sanctification of believers. ‘The sub- 
ject of our narrative bad many exercises of mind on the subject of Christian 
perfection, but was not, when he went to the meeting, under any special 
concern about it.- But while there his attention was strongly interested in 
it, especially under a sermon by the Rev. Timothy Merritt, on the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit. He became deeply sensible of his want of full conform- 
ity to the Christian standard; he sought earnestly unto God through the 
blood of the atoning sacrifice ; ied! in the course of the meeting he obtained | 
that “perfect love that casteth out fear.” His religious emotions now acquired 
a wonderful intensity and elevation. One who was present at the time 
says, “His language and whole appearance had something in it more than 
human, most manifestly indicating that his soul then glowed with ardors of 
love nearly allied to those of angeis. ‘The next morning he preached on 
growth in grace, when the impression made upon the audience was deep, | 
awful, glorious. His beautiful classic style, vivified with fire from Heaven’s | 
own altar, never appeared to better advantage. He poured forth a full soul 
in ‘thoughts that breathe and words that burn, ” *. 


perceive that in the objections ond the answers to them there was a strong resemblance, 
though not a perfect. identity, between Mr. Wesley’s views and those of the pious and 
_ sightless prebendary of Westminster. But they differed in regard to the mode of attain- 
ment, as they did also in regard to that of conversion. | 


* There is some resemblance ibis the case of Mr. Fisk and that of the excellent Mr. 
Herbert, as related in his life by Izaak Walton: On taking orders, it is said, ‘“‘ The appre- 
henstoiie of the last great account that he was to make for the cure of souls made him fast 
and pray often, and consider for not less than a month. * * * And in this time of consid- 
eration he endured such spiritual conflicts as none can think but only those that have 
endured them.”—‘And at length, when, at his induction, he was shut into Bemerton 
church, being left there alone to toll the bell, (as the bier directs,) he stayed so much 
longer than an ordinary time before he returned to those friends that stayed, expecting him 
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Some effects of his late exercises of mind are not unworthy of notice. His 
views of the Divine Being, and especially of the power, glory, and fulness of 
Christ, were almost overwhelming. He felt such an horror of sin, and had 
so great an apprehension of the purity of the Divine law, that he “almost,” 
to use his own strong language, “feared to set his foot on the ground lest he — 
should do wrong.” Familiarity with these views would necessarily abate 
‘somewhat the intensity of his feelings. But other effects became perma- — 
nent. Previously to this he had often doubted, not only his interest in Christ, 


but the truth of the Christian religion; afterward, never. From this time he 
has been heard to say that he never laid his head upon his pillow without 
feeling that, if he never waked in this world, all would be well. Prior to 
this he was often subject to desponding, gloomy seasons; we heard him say 
long afterward that he knew no gloomy hours; his mind was always serene 
and happy. This may have been owing, in part, to that admirable balance 
of mind which characterized him, and on which our mental enjoyment so 
greatly depends; but it was matured and confirmed by that equal balance of 
the moral faculties which the efficient spirit of Christianity produced. 
Writing to his sister sometime after, he says, “I have found, my dear sister, 
much consolation of late in that religion which I profess. God has been © 
pleased to brighten my evidence of acceptance with him. I have been 
enabled to say, ‘I have not a doubt; I feel it so.2. I have dedicated myself 
anew to the Lord and to his ministry. Though I love you, my sister, and my dear 
parents, if possible better than ever, yet I have felt such a complete devoted- 
ness to the work in which I am engaged, that those ties which have hitherto 
given me pain are loosed. Most willingly do I devote all to God, and ~ 
rejoice in the service of such a master. I look back upon my past life,upon — JV 
my follies and my wanderings, and wonder at the mercy that has spared me, 
and at that Providence that has protected me. O that I could love this © 
Savior more and serve him better !” | 
_ To the Rev. Phinehas Peck he says,.in a letter about the same date, “ 0! 
my brother, I could write pages on this subject; but I must forbear. Ithank 
God that I ever saw this day. I love our church better than ever. How 
glad am I that I never left it, and how thankful that they never cast me off 
when backslidden from the cause! How grateful am I to you for all your 
a fatherly concern and care for my soul. I pray God to reward you in heaven. 
I want to see you more than ever, and all my Christian friends in Vermont. | 
O, encourage them to go on. Let holiness of heart be the motto. My dear 


brother, will you preach it—in the desk, in the class, and from house to 
house ?” 


~ - we 
~ 


at the alls door, that his friend, Mr. Woodnot, looked into the church window, and saw 
him prostrate on the ground before the altar; at which time and place (as he told Mr. 
Woodnot) he set some rules to himself for the future manage of his life, and then and 
there made a vow to labor to keep them.’”’ From this time he exhibited such uncommon 
sanctity that he has ever been distinguished as the “ pious ”’ or the “ divine” Herbert. 
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Personal Experience. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


The accompanying narrative of religious experience was placed in my 

~ hands with a view of publication in the Guide, if I deemed it suitable. The 
individual who writes it is a member of my recent charge, Holliston, Mass. 
After re-writing a part, and curtailing its length;I forward it to you with 
the request that it may be published. a, 


_ Having been often requested to write an article for the Guide relative to 
my experience in the great work of sanctification, and supposing it might be 
' my duty, I have taken my pen in hand to comply with the request. | | 
In the fall of 1825 I experienced the pardoning love of God, and for a time. 
went on my way rejoicing. I thought my trials over, and all my troubles 
- gone, supposing that peace and joy would be my lot alone. But I soon ¢ 
found that the Christian’s life was a warfare; I had many foes to contend — 
with, such as pride, unbelief, an alluring world and a tempting devil. 
These were all combined to draw me from the path of duty. | 
Being very young, and having no one to whom I could freely unbosom 
my feelings, I began to decline, grew negligent in duty, and prayer even 
was often a task rather than a pleasure. I cannot lock back upon my past 
life but with the deepest regret and many tears, fearing that souls are in hell 
now that I might have been instrumental in saving had I been faithful as I 
ought. The thought is a painful one indeed. 
For a number of years | heard little or nothing on the subject of holiness, _ 
and knew of none who enjoyed it. For some years past Ihave been awake 
to the subject, and I have resolved again and again that I would seek this 
great blessing ; but all my prayers were mixed with unbelief; I thought it 
was attainable to others, but not to me. Dae ee 
In 1836 I attended a camp meeting at Eastham, with a determination never 
to leave the ground until the Lord had cleansed me from all sin. I fasted, 
wept and prayed, but found no relief. My distress was indeed great. On 
Saturday evening there was a meeting held in the tent where I was, for the 
wees of praying for this blessing. That evening I never shall forget. 
‘The glory of the Lord filled the tent. It was a heavenly place indeed. 1. 
then received a great blessing, but not being willing to make it known, and Ld iy 
yielding to unbelief, I lost the blessing I had received; clouds of darkness 
overspread my mind, and I left the ground with feelings indescribable — 
_ Miserable indeed. But the Lord appeared to me again, and blessed me with 
_ asense of his love, but there I rested and gave up the subject of holiness, 
thinking it was something too great fur me to enjoy in this life. Thus | 
was kept bound in Satan’s slavish chains, and led captive by him at bis will. 
I was not =. to separate myself from the world, for fear I might be 
_ called singular. I sought in many ways the applause of men more than the 
glory of God. In this way I have lived for many years. I have been strict 
in my observance of all outward means, and never wholly neglected prayer | 
for a single day. 
= In January, 1841, we had a protracted meeting, and the subject of Chris- 
tian perfection was plainly and beautifully set forth as the duty and privilege 
of every child of God. This led me seriously to examine myself, and see 
= L had been for years, living far short of fulfilling the requirements of 
d’s law, and I resolved to seek and find the priceless pearl of perfect 
ove. To stay where I was I could not. To go forward appeared impossi- 
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ble. My way was dark, and the inward corruptions of my heart were so 


‘numerous and powerful that 1 was driven to despair almost, and thought I 


could not ask the Lord while in that state of mind to grant me so great a 
blessing. I therefore tried for weeks to prepare myself for it, but made 
little progress. My conviction increased trom day to day. Satan threw 
many obstacles in my way that appeared insurmountable, and the standard 
of holiness was raised so high I thought I never could reach it in this life. 
I continued in this state of mind until Sabbath evening, Feb. 21. That 
evening [attended a prayer meeting with some brethren and sisters who 
enjoyed this great blessing. Their souls were filled with glory, and they 
seemed ready to wing theit way to mansions of bliss; their words went 
like arrows to my heart, and I thought I could live so no longer, and resolved 
on victory or death. Returning home I cried mightily to God to cleanse me 
from all sin; not that I might be happy merely, but answer the end for which 
I was created. I renounced the world, felt willing to make any sacrifice, 
and become even a fool for Christ’s sake, if I could obtain this blessing. 

The enemy of all righteousness pursued me at every step, and severe 
were the conflicts through which I passed. Iwas tempted to think I had 
better wait awhile, and live a more devoted life, for if I received the blessing 
then it would not do to say any thing about it, for none would believe me. 
But I had been too often led away by this temptation; I cared not what 


others thought of me; my determination was never to give over the strug- 


gle if I died in it. In this state I sat down and carefully examined my heart 
to see what it was that kept me back. 1 found upon examination that I had 
given myself and all that | had into the hands of the Lord. ‘These words 


were powerfully applied to my mind, “Only. believe and all is yours.” I 


cried, Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief. ‘The power of the Lord was 
manifest; light dawned upon me, and I was enabled to cast my helpless 
soul on Jesus’ blood, and glory be to his holy name, I found it all sufficient 
to cleanse me from all sin! The Lord gave me strength te acknowledge 
what he had done for my soul, and I went on my way rejoicing. Mere than 
a year and a half has passed, and I am still striving to travel on in this glori- 
ous way. I find it to be exceeding narrow, and I am almost afraid to step, 


for fear I shall step out of the way. My Bible and my closet have ever been 
my greatest delight. 


‘A temple, a closet I find every where, 
And Jesus there waiting to answer my prayer.” 


I am no stranger to trials. I have learnt more of the devices of the enemy 
than ever. He is a subtle foe, and I find it necessary constantly to watch — 
and pray —to live by momentary faith on the Son of God. I sometimes 
live days and even weeks with little or no sensible enjoyment, and at times 


endure severe conflicts with the powers of darkness, and seem to have no 


access to a throne of grace; but I never omit any duty on this account, but 
continue looking to God until deliverance comes. | 
O what a privilege it is to approach a throne of grace, feeling that God is 
our father, and Jesus our friend. I am determined never to rest, but plunge — 
deeper in the ocean of God's love. My scul, while I write, feels a sweet 
prelibation of joys that await me. ‘To God be all the glory. | 
October 20, 1842. RACHAEL GREENHALGH. 
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